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Pixel Image Camera ClubÕs 10th Anniversary is this month! 
Pixel Image Club held its first meeting on November 24th of 1998, becoming the first digital 

camera club in the Chicago area.  The organizers, Bob Benson and Dick Frieders, had distributed flyers 
at a one-day event--CAPS school--held in Elmhurst that fall by Chicago Area Camera Clubs Association 
(CACCA) to gauge interest and to announce the organizational meeting.  Dick Frieders moderated the 
meeting. The first board which served was comprised of:  Bob Benson, President, Nancy Jacobek, 
Secretary, Ed Luebbers, Treasurer, and Leonard Gordon, Electronic Imaging and Program Chairman.  

 It was decided that it would be a “cross-platform” group of Mac and Windows users who could 
use any type of digital imaging software and that the club would be a part of CACCA.  All the images 
would fall into the category of “maker-made prints” and the competitions the club would enter at 
CACCA would be determined later by the new board. It was further decided at that time to have a short 
period at each meeting to share questions and get answers from each other. Membership dues were set at 
$20.00.   Of approximately 35 people who attended, those who joined would be designated “Charter 
Members.”  This month we can give thanks for those charter members who got Pixel Image off to a 
good start back then.  Happy 10th anniversary, Pixel Imagers and thanks!   
 

November 18th Meeting 
One thing that has not changed since 1998:  Dues are still $20.00.  Remember, ONLY PAID 

MEMBERS ARE ELIGIBLE to enter club competitions. This monthÕs meeting will be PixelÕs regular 
competition night.  Remember to email images for the Digital Slide Competition early this week, if 
you have not already done so.   Bob BrandesÕ email address for your  images is:  

pixelcc.dpi@gmail.com 
The club will meet at 7:30P.M. Meetings are held in the Schaumburg Township District Library, 

located at 130 S. Roselle Road, near the corner of Roselle Road, Schaumburg, 60193.    
 
 
 
  

President-   Nancy Jacobek (njacobek @ aol.com) 
Treasurer-  Henry Hart 
Newsletter/Secretary- Pat Centeno (PixelatedPat @ gmail.com) 
Competition Judges- Dennis Arendt 
CACCA REP-  Bob Benson & Don Alton (alternate) 

http ://www.PixelImageCameraClub.com/ 
ÒThe First Digital Club in the Chicago areaÓ 

 
 

 

Coming Events 
December 16 Program, (T.B.A.) 
 

Photographic Society of Amer ica (PSA) 75th Annual Conference at Yellowstone: Sept. 20 -26, 2009 
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Notes fr om the October 21st Meeting 
 

~Submitted by Pat Centeno, Secretary~ 
The mechanics of judging and the clubÕs equipment were topics of discussion.  One member had 

suggested to others an inexpensive laptop for travel.  The club may look into obtaining one for club use 
and possibly a USB keyboard in addition.  The club will continue using the regular scoring system, 
except for the digital competitions.  Bob Benson recommended having a color-calibrated screen.  Hank 
Hart brought up the suggestion of getting a new projector and whether it is cost effective, considering 
the price of lamp bulbs.  A special committee will meet to discuss these recommendations. 
  
The balance of the meeting was a fun and educational time with presentations by several members:   

Mark Southard created a custom brush In Adobe Photoshop Elements to add a copyright 
symbol or text.  First, he selected the symbol from the pop-down list and flattened it, and then he made a 
rectangular selection.  Lastly, in the Edit menu, he chose Define Brush from the selection.  He also 
demonstrated AdobeÕs quick selection tool to create a composite with two images of the same 
resolution.  Lastly, he showed ElementsÕ Image Effects to add snow and rain.   The snow should be 
flattened into the image before it is copied. 

Bruce Van Pelt gave a thorough demo showing how he created his complex image Ò7 BridgesÓ, 
with its many, many separate layers, starting with taking all the images to the finished product.  He took 
photos all over North Central Illinois and recounted the stories involved in shooting each and how it was 
added to the composition.  He grouped some layers together and, because of the sheer size of the 
composite, often worked on individual components and later brought them back in.  He had saved 
backups at least every hour and after a few hours, would write it to another hard drive.  Some of the 
many techniques he used involved gradient shadows and free transforming and adding shadows.  As he 
went along, he turned the visibility of various layers on and off to show how they fit into the final image.  
He recommended naming the layers, to keep track of them later. 

Dennis Arendt made an infrared panorama of up to 9 separate shotsÑ all handheldÑ and 
showed a presentation of others that he took in various places: Chicago Botanic Garden, Morton 
Arboretum, Lincoln Park Zoo, ClemÕs Arboretum, Rockford.  All were shot with a 28mm lens, slower 
than 1/15 second at f/28, which gave him depth of field from 7 meters to infinity on his 12-bit images.  
He did not consider lens vignetting a problem, because he likes darkened corners anyway. He used 
PhotoMerge with the setting ÒReposition onlyÓ.  ÒCylindricalÓ was deemed better for vertical panoramic 
shots.  For projection, he lightened the blacks in his images.  He mentioned a couple programs that he 
uses:  ÒFaststoneÓ which adds the music and drop-shadows as it resizes images and ÒScreamer RadioÓ 
which has 1100 stations from which he recorded piano music.   
 
 

Underwater  Astonishments: 
The following link to a video shows a remarkable example of deep-sea photography, featuring 

fascinating examples of not only phosphorescence, but also camouflage in nature: 
http://www.ted.com/index.php/talks/david_gallo_shows_underwater_astonishments.html 
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Winners for  the Month of SEPTEM BER, 2008 
AWARDS and HONORABLE MENTIONS 

 

 

 
 

The Old West, 
Small Color A 
AW & BOS by 

Bob Benson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Last Bit of L ight, 
Small Color A 

AW by 
Mark Southard 
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Lower Antelope Canyon #1, 
Small Color A 

AW by 
Bob Benson 

 

 
 

Street Rod Made to Order , 
Small Color A 

HM by 
Dennis Arendt 

 
 

 
 

Classic Pipes 
Small Color A 

HM by 
Dennis Arendt 

 

 
 

Canyon Wall and Bush, 
Large Color 

AW & BOS by 
Bob Benson 
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Great Blue Heron at Dawn 
Large Color 

AW by 
Alan Cox 

 

 
 

Seven Br idges 
Large Color 

HM by 
Bruce Van Pelt 

 

 
 

Washed Ashore 
Large Color 

HM by 
Mark Southard 

 

 
 

Zion Overview 
Large Mono 

AW & BOS by 
Bob Benson 

 

 
 

Face of Florence 
Large Mono 

HM by 
Mark Southard 
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Nine O Nine A B17 Survivor 
Small Monochrome 

AW & BOS by 
Dennis Arendt 

 

 
 

San Geronimo Church 
Small Monochrome 

AW by 
Bob Benson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Blue Mood/Reflection6 
Small Monochrome 

AW by 
Mark Southard 

 

 
 

Canyon Wall and Trees 
Small Monochrome 

HM by 
Bob Benson 

 

 
 

Old Farm Panorama 
Small Monochrome 

HM by 
Dennis Arendt 
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Unique Rose 
Digital Slide 

AW & BOS by 
Dick Frieders 

 

 
 

Bullfrog 
Digital Slide 

AW by 
Carolyn Seaton 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Chicago Baby Chicago 
Digital Slide 

HM by 
Dennis Arendt 

 

 
 

St. Xavier  Church 
Digital Slide 

HM by 
Bob Benson 

Digital Slide Winners for  the Month of September, 2008 
AWARDS and HONORABLE MENTIONS  
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Compet it ion Result s  Sept ember, 2008
Cat egory Name Individual Scores Average Pt s. Ent ries

Small Color Print s class A 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Bob Benson 23 25 23 24 23.75 95 4

Dennis Arendt 24 23 22 24 23.25 93 4
Mark Southard 23 25 21 23 23.00 92 4
Nina Pulliam 21 21 22 21.33 64 3
Joe Tarlos 21 21 21.00 42 2

Small Color Print s class B 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Nancy Jacobek 22 22 23 20 21.75 87 4

Sharon Deut scher 20 20 20.00 40 2

Large Color Print s 1 2 3 # 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Bruce Van Pelt 22 24 22 22 22.50 90 4

Mark Southard 21 23 21 21 21.50 86 4
Bob Benson 22 22 24 22.67 68 3
John Emmel 23 22 22.50 45 2
Sharon Deut scher 21 21 21.00 42 2
Alan Cox 24 24.00 24 1
Nina Pulliam 21 21.00 21 1

Large Monochrome Print s 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Mark Southard 22 22 21 23 22.00 88 4

Bob Benson 24 23 23.50 47 2

Small Monochrome Print s 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Bob Benson 20 22 21 24 21.75 87 4

Dennis Arendt 20 22 23 21 21.50 86 4
Mark Southard 21 24 22.50 45 2
Nina Pulliam 20 21 20.50 41 2

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Carolyn Seat on 24 22 20 22 22.00 88 4

Dennis Arendt 20 20 23 24 21.75 87 4
Bob Benson 21 20 22 24 21.75 87 4
Dick Frieders 20 22 21 24 21.75 87 4
Mart ha Kuzma Pyt e 20 19 20 21 20.00 80 4
Mark Southard 20 19 21 19 19.75 79 4

Digit al Slides

Pixel Image has a club membership in the Photographic Society 
of America (P.S.A.)  Many club members are individual 
members, as well.  For details on P.S.A., consult the website: 
http://www.psa-photo.org/.  A new website for PSA Clubs is: 
 
http://psa-clubservices.org/index.html 


